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ADVANCES OF BULGARIAN INDUSTRY AND ECONOMY

D. Kostykhir

Today, the socialist sector completely commands Bulgarian industry. More
than half the pessants bave joined the TKZS Tarm Workers' Cooperatives), which
give the country wore than two thirds of all the grain commodity; in internal
trade tae state and ccoperative organizaticns get 98.4 percent of the total trade
turnover; foreign trade is completely in the hands of the state.

In 1951, Bu.garian industry produced zlmost four times as many products as
in 1939. During 1951, the young machine-building industry hes adopted and in- !
stalled over a hundred types of pew mechines. "oday, the Republic produces the
follewing products: agricultural wachines, railroad cars, river and seagoing )
vessels, transformers of varicus types, elzctric motors, internal combustion !
engines, electric-measuring instrumente, latbing, milling, gear-cutting, polish-
ing [Erindinﬁ?, and othsr metal-cutting wachines, road-building equipment, cot-
ton-cleaning machines, und railroad equipment. Previously, Bulgaria hed to im-
port all of theas machines.

Last year, the mining indvstry incressed ore extraction 55 percent, woils
the output of concentrates roae 70.3 percint as ccmpared with 1950. In 1951,
more ccel was wined than during all of the b prevar years. The production of
electric power increased 27.4 parcent 1t cemparison with 1950, The increase in
tke capacity of electric pover stations for 1951 alone exceeded the totel capac-
ity of all the electric power stations in prevar Bulgaria, us a result of put-
ting new stations into operation ard expanding those alreedy in cperation.

The "Ernst Telman" Spinning Mill, whick began operating in 1951, alone in-
creas:d the capacily bf the spinning branch of the textile industry 26 percent.
When it went into operation, the bmsic disproportion in the development of the
textiie industry was wiped sut. The food indusiry is growing rapldly; in 1951,
the voiume of its cuipui 3cubled in zomparison with 1939,
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The plan for 1952 calls for & further growth in industrial output, The !

“ plan provides for an ‘increase in the volume °f industrial products of 2k.b per- ;
. cent in comparison with 1951, fhe production of electric power will increase
38.5 percent; the mining of coal 10.1 percent; the smelting of pig iron 111.5
percent; ‘and the production of materials 17 percent. In 1952, the volume of

The productivity of labor increased 13.9 percent in 1951 in comparison
with 1950, Between 194k ang 1950, the number of workers in Bulgeria increased
70 percent,

The Five -Year Plap (1949 . 1853, provides for the establishment of 4,000
IKZS with a total arable area of 3 willion bectares, which comprises about 60
percent of the tots)] arable area in the country. Newly established TKZS sre
exenpted from al) taxes for 3 years. The state annually gives them loans and
credits and provides them with agricultural machines,

As a result or the construection of irrigation Systems, the irrigated area
13 the country increased from 37,500 hectares ip 1944 o 112,800 hectares 1;
1950; 1, e., it tripled., 1p 1950 and 1951, several irrigation systems were con-
structed, Large reservoirg are being constructed at the seme time.

In the fal1 or 1951, +he Council of Ministers of Bulgaria adopted a resolu-
tion for improving the country's forestry, This resclution 1s g dztailed, pro-
spective plan of afforestation and proper supervision of forestry and preservs-
tionor foreats, in accordance with the teachings of Michurin-Vil'yams-Lysenko.
The resolution provides for a 12-year period of forestation (from 1951 - 1963)
on an area of 990,000 hectares., This means that the forest area in the coun-
try will increase almost one third. ’

In 19kg, machines, equipment, and other production goods intended for the
industrialization and electrification of the country ang tha development of

increaseq to Lo percent, and in 1951 ;¢ vent up to 45 bercent. Bulgaria i¢ im-
porting, in lax e quantity, ecuipment, for elactric stations, transformer sub-
stations, plants ang mining enterprises, and flotation installationa, construc -
tion equipment, agricultural machines, and transportation equipment. 1In 947
the proportion of tobacco exported amounted to 82 percert. In 1950 it has been
reduced to 33 percent. In recent years a number of industrial commodities, which
net too long ago had to be imported, have appeared in Bulgaria's exports.

The People's Republic of Bulgaria imports from the Soviet Union machlnes’
and equipment for machine-buildins plants, construstion and transport equipment,
agricultural machines, petroleunm products, cotton, and industrial commodities,
In turn, Bulgaria exports to the USSR ores and ferrous metal concentrates, to-
bacco, canned vegetables anq fruits, essentiel oils, and lumber. In the period
from 1947 . 1950 alone, Soviet-Bulgarian trade turnover doubled.

trical industry and electric statlons, metal-cutting machines, construction and
transport equipment; from Poland she gets ferrous metals, pipes, chemicals, rajl-
road equipment, steam locomotives, railroad cars, machines tools and textile
articles; Rumania sengs her petroleum products angd chemicals; from Hungary she
gets railroad equipment, electrical materials, chemicale, and medicines. Ip
exchange for the commodities received from the People's Democracies Bulgaria
exports to them tobacco, ores, hides, fresh ang cannad fruits and vegetables,
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In 1951 alone, Bulgaria's national income increased 30 percent in compari-
son with 1950, while in comparison with 1939 1t pructically doubled,

The ‘people's purchasing power in 1951 increased almost 1.5 times in compar -
ison with the prever level, Proof of the increase in the welfare of ‘Bulgarian
vorkers lies in the steady increase of provisions and manufactured goods for the
people. In 1951, the pecble wers sold more commodities than in 1950; meet prod-

- uets, 46.3 percent more; rice, 44.7 percent more 5 vegetable oils, 37.2 more;
ready-made clothing, 53.% percent more; end shoes, 12.6 percent more.
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